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who was chosen to command it, showed scruple about the justice of attacking the Spaniards. H was told, " that if we had no peace with the Span iards, then this could be no breach of the peace if we had peace with them, they had broken it and then it was but just for the English to seel reparation."
Cromwell did not believe that war with Spain in th< West Indies would necessarily lead to war with Spaii in Europe. There were many precedents and th< practice of the Spaniards themselves to the contrary The old Elizabethan maxim, " No peace beyonc the line," seemed still to hold good. Still mor< powerful was the recollection of the treasures whicl the Elizabethan sailors had brought home. Wha if Spain did declare war ? It would be easy to in tercept the galleons which brought the silver o Peru from Porto Bello to Havana, and from Havan; to Spain. A war with Spain was the most profit able of all wars, and at the worst the profits of th< captures would defray the cost of the expedition.
In December, 1654, a fleet of thirty-eight ships commanded by Admiral Penn, sailed from Ports mouth, bearing General Venables and twenty-fiv( hundred soldiers. With them also went Edwarc Winslow, once governor of Plymouth Colony, no^ one of the commissioners appointed to assist Ven ables in the conduct of the expedition. As the Nev England colonies had been called on to contribute to the conquest of the Dutch, so the West Indiar islands were expected to co-operate in the enter prise against the Spaniards. Nor were Cromwell';